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Geo-Politics of Security in the Pacific Islands - Pre WWII

American protectionInvasionSecurity risk1939 -
1944

conquest/allianceBuffer zoneSecurity asset1914 -
1939

Imperial protectionInvasionSecurity risk1894 -
1914

WPHC /FederationLabourSource of 
threat

1870s -
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Imperial expansionImperial rivalryArena of threat1800 -
1901

Regional ResponseNature of riskExternal 
Perception



Geo-Politics of Security in the Pacific Islands - Post WWII
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Main Characteristics of FIC 
International Relations

1. Development Focused

2. Dependence on Regional System

3. Multilateral Representational Nodes

4. Greater Asian Orientation Recently



The Absence of Inter Se Relations

Papua New Guinea is the only FIC to have 
multiple missions within the region with 
resident missions in Honiara and Suva.  

Both Fiji and the Solomon Islands have 
reciprocated this relationship with PNG 

These two arrangements are the only such 
mutualrelationship amongst the FICs. 





Council of Regional Organisations in the Pacific (CROP)

 
Inter-Governmental Organisation� Year Headquarters 
Pacific Community (South Pacific Commission) 1947 Noumea 
Forum Secretariat (formerly SPEC) 1972 Suva 
Forum Fisheries Agency  1979 Honiara 
South Pacific Applied Geoscience Commission 1972/1984 Suva 
South Pacific Regional Environment Program  1989 Apia 
South Pacific Tourism Organisation  1991 Suva 
 
Non-Governmental Organisation Year Headquarters 
Pacific Island Development Program  1980 Honolulu 
University of the South Pacific 1968 Suva 
Fiji School of Medicine 1885/1961 Suva 
South Pacific Board for Educational Assessment 1980 Suva 
 



FIC Missions Abroad

• FIC/To Oz NZ PRC Japan UK US UN EC
• Cooks X
• Fiji X X X X X X X X
• FSM X X X
• Kiribati
• Marshalls X X
• Nauru X
• Niue X
• Palau X X X
• PNG X X X X X X X X
• Samoa X X X X
• Solomons X X X
• Tonga X X
• Tuvalu X
• Vanuatu X X X



Missions to the FICs

• FIC/from Australia NZ PRC Japan UK US Taiwan EC
• Cooks X
• Fiji X X X X X X X
• FSM X X X X
• Kiribati X X X
• Marshalls X X X
• Nauru X X
• Niue X
• Palau X X X
• PNG X X X X X X X
• Samoa X X X X
• Solomons X X X X X
• Tonga X X X
• Tuvalu X
• Vanuatu X X X


